
December 2014 Proposed Amendment to the Meacham Lake Campground 
UMP (August 1993) 

 
Motorized Boat launch relocation and construction 

 
I. Background 

In accordance with the Adirondack Park State Land Master Plan and the provisions of the 1985 
Memorandum of Understanding between the Adirondack Park Agency and the Department of 
Environmental Conservation, the following amendment to the Meacham lake Public 
Campground Unit Management Plan (UMP)/Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is proposed.  
 
The proposed amendment pertains to the construction of an improved boat launch site to replace 
the present and inadequate launch. Cited in the final approved UMP/EIS Volume II, in section 
IV, objective H – Boat Launch Site Improvement. This section contains a general description of 
the ideal launch site. Section II, subsection A, sub subsection 7, contains a description of the 
current inadequate boating facilities (see full UMP/EIS). Some of the Major deficiencies and 
characteristics of the current launch described in the 1993 UMP/EIS are below; 

- Inadequate grade at 3.5% 
- Parking for 50 vehicles with trailers (which is actually only approximately 25) 
- Ice damage an annual problem 
- Only public access point to Meacham Lake 
- Extremely shallow  
- Improvements not possible at current site.  
- The old launch site will have the docks and motorized access removed and be 

maintained as an ice access point and car top launch.   
The 1993 UMP also outlines data on usage statistics showing a maximum boat density on the 
Campgrounds busiest days at 15 acres/boat present. The plan also outlines criteria for the new 
launch which are summarized below; 

- Ideally a 14% grade launch ramp 
- Adequate access road 
- Double wide concrete ramp 
- Floating Docks 
- Parking for 50 cars with trailers 
- Bulkhead and/or shore protection 
- Funding and permits to complete the project 
- A UMP amendment 

It should also be noted that DEC’s launch on Meacham is the only public launch/access point to 
the lake.  The lake itself has very low public use and the majority of the use (approximately 
63%) are campers staying at the park.  
 

II. Selection and Development of the Proposed Launch 
  Careful consideration for resource protection, facility function, and environmental impact(s) 
were taken during the planning phase for this project.  Four potential sites where selected after 
review of the accessible portions of the shoreline (see attachment 1). Sites 1 -3 were ruled out 
due to wetlands, environmental impacts, inadequate depths, resource impacts, and cost analysis.  



Site 4 was selected as the only site which met all requirements for a motorized boat launch site 
(see attachments 2 & 3).   
 
 
 

1. The proposed site (4) is located in the campground intensive use area just south of 
campsite 173.  Site 174 will be removed as part of this project (attachment 4). 

2. The selected site already has a paved road leading to it, which will accommodate 
vehicles with trailers.  

3. It is the only site with appropriate depths to achieve a 14% grade (attachment 5). 
4. The launch area is protected from wind and wave action.  
5. There are no wetlands located at this site.  
6. There are no adjacent land owners affected by this project.  

 
The full construction detail is included in this plan (attachment 6).  Some of the main design 
specifications are listed below.  

1. Paved parking for 15 vehicles with Trailers and 6 vehicle only spots, including 
accessible spaces (21 total parking spaces).  

2. 2 50’ vehicle turnarounds.  
3. An invasive disposal area and kiosk with invasive and fisheries information.  
4. A single lane concrete launch ramp 
5. A boating staging area.  
6. All existing vegetation along shoreline buffer will be protected and maintained. As 

well as supplemented with additional native plantings to increase storm water 
retention, protect from erosion, and provide more vegetative screening.  Plantings will 
be 3’ to 4’ for shrubs and 10’ to 12’ for tress, which is larger than normal and will 
facilitate their function.  

The launch will provide less parking than was originally set forth in the 1993 UMP/EIS, by 29 
spots.  Unfortunately the topography and developable area will not allow for the specified 50 
spaces.  However this will limit capacity to at or below current usage. If there is the need to have 
overflow parking, within a quarter mile of this site is the Campground day use parking area, 
which has capacity for 432 cars and will provide more than enough extra spaces.  Furthermore 
the majority of campers park their boats and trailers at or across from their campsite, which will 
allow for the majority of use to be day users.  
 
Invasive species control signs and informational handouts will be available at this Boat Launch 
at the control booth and kiosk(s) points. In addition, an invasive species disposal box will be 
located at the launch.  The Department will continue to provide space for Lake 
Stewards.  Campground staff will be trained in the identification and control of invasive species 
in an effort to educate the public and prevent the introduction or spreading of invasive species. 
Use of a boat wash station was also considered for this site. The Department may include a boat 
wash station in the future at this Boat Launch or in another location within the Intensive Use 
Area. The location of the Boat Wash Station will be made in consultation with the Agency if the 
Department chooses to implement this facility. 
  



Permits for the project are anticipated without any major issues.  The launch will not impact 
wetlands, and will include a push slab and floating docks which will qualify the project under a 
nationwide permit from the Army CORPS.  The project is under one acre of soil disturbance and 
therefore will not require a SWPP.  It is most likely that this project will not require a water 
quality certification.  A tree cutting list will be submitted with the final drawings and designs to 
the APA and NYS DEC.  All aspects of the project will be compliant with the APSLMP. 
Planning and review is anticipated to be completed by March 2015.  Project bidding would take 
place in the spring of 2015.  Construction to begin on the day after Labor Day 2015 with a 
completion date of December 1st 2015 and be immediately open to the public.  
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